
 

Hildie was born in Warsaw, North Dakota and spoke Polish exclusively for the first 5 

years of her life until her family moved to Elgin, Illinois.  She grew up in Elgin but, as a 

Navy wife, she lived all over the country including Florida, Rhode Island, Illinois, 

California and finally, Fairfax, Virginia.  Hildie is the devoted mother of 2 daughters and 

2 sons and the grandmother of 6 grandchildren.  

 

Hildie’s first love is gardening and her talent for arranging flowers really blossomed 

when she moved to her Fairfax City home 48 years ago.  Her children claim she has been 

gardening for as long as they can remember.  She joined Fairfax Ferns Garden Club in 

1966 and has been  President six times and has held every other office and chaired most 

of the committees at some point over the years.  You can still find Hildie in her yard 

doing all the chores. She is involved in the alter guild at St. Leo’s Catholic Church. 

 

One of the most interesting career positions Hildie held was being personal assistant to 

the author and feminist Betty Friedan for 13 years.  Plans are in the making for writing a 

book of her experiences with Betty. 

. 

Hildie is an active resident of Fairfax City and has been on several commissions, starting 

with the Commission on Women.  She is active in City politics and ran for the City 

Council a few years ago.  She has chaired the Historic Fairfax City Inc. Board (HFCI) 

and was instrumental in saving the Blenheim historical home.  Hildie is also a longtime 

active member in the Country Club Hills neighborhood association and has held the 

office of President as well as other Committees. She is a member of the ISCC 

Association and is a Past President. 

 

Hildie loves the beach and would live there if she didn’t have to leave Fairfax City.  She 

enjoys traveling and going on cruises and is an active yogi. Hildie is always available to 

her family and friends.   
 

 

 


